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Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


FACTS  ABOUT  BFATORT  GARDEN'S 


Beaumont,  rexas 


Official  Name:  Beauxart  Gardens. 

Location:  In  Jefferson  bounty,  southeastern  -exas,  3  miles 

from  Nederland,  and  13  miles  from  the  city  of 
Beaumont . 

dumber  of  Units:  50 

"istory  of  Project:         Beauxart  Gardens  was  initiated  by  the  Division  of 

Subsistence  Homesteads  of  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior in  December,  1933.     It  was  transferred  to  the 
resettlement  Administration  May  15,  1935  and  completed 
October  15  of  the  same  year.    On  September  1,  1937,  it 
was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Farm  Security 
Administration. 

Purpose  of  Project:         A  subsistence  homesteads  project  for  low-income  fami- 
lies employed,  full  or  part-time,  in  the  industries 
and  trade  of  Beaumont,  Port  Arthur  and  vicinity,  the 
Beauxart  Gardens  "roject  is  designed  to  relieve  con- 
gested housing  conditions  among  those  families  and  to 
raise  the  standards  of  living  by  the  home  production 
of  a  major  portion  of  their  food  supply,    Each  unit 
is  provided  with  ample  garden  space  where  table  vege- 
tables may  readily  be  grown. 

Project  Description:        The  physical  plan  of  the  project  includes  a  205  acre 

tract  of  level  land,  18  feet  above  the  sea  level,  whose 
soil  ranges  from  dark  sandy  loam  to  heavy  black  gumbo, 
adaptable  to  the  growing  of  all  truck  crops.    Each  of 
the  50  units  contains  house,  poultry  house,  and  com- 
bination garage,  cow  stall  and  tool  room.     \  portion 
of  the  land  comprising  each  unit  has  been  set  aside 
for  a  garden,  a  chicken  yard,  and  a  cow  lot.  facili- 
ties include  complete  plumbing  systems,  a  kerosene 
hot  water  heater,  and  coke  and  electric  stoves  to  pro- 
vide heating  plants.    V'ater  is  furnished  by  individual 
wells  with  electric  pumps  and  pressure  tanks.  Sewage 
disposal  is  provided  by  individual  septic  tanks  and 
drain  fields.    Electricity  is  made  available  through 
power  lines  of  a  private  utility  which  were  extended 
to  the  project  without  cost  but  gas  is  not  available, 
to  the  homesteaders.    !!ore  than  2  miles  of  roads  con- 
nect the  honesites  with  each  other  and  with  adjacent 
highways. 


/ 


House  Description:  Frame  bungalow  houses,  of  which  10  are  of  3  rooms, 

30  of  4  rooms  and  10  of  5  rooms,  have  been  built 
in  17  different  architectural  styles.    All  have  been 
built  on  concrete  piers  and  have  no  basements.  The 
typical  4-room  house  contains  a  kitchen,  living 
room-dining  room  combination  and  2  bedrooms. 

The  Homesteaders:  All  families  now  in  occupancy  on  the  project  were 

selected  from  the  trades  and  industrial  establish- 
ments in  Beaumont,  Port  Arthur  and  vicinity.  All 
family  heads  are  regularly  employed  and  a  wide 
variety  of  occupations  are  represented  by  the  family 
heads.    A  majority  of  the  family  heads  reported 
some  experience  in  farming  or  home  gardening  and  all 
have "had  some  schooling,  varying  from  elementary 
school  to  college  attendance.    At  the  time  of  selec- 
tion, the  average  yearly  income  of  family  heads  was 
approximately  §1,100. 


P.esults  of  Project:  Although  ten  of  the  units  on  this  project  are  three 

room  houses,  which  are  undesirable  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  the  oroject  is  100  per  cent  occupied, 
with  very  few  delinquencies. 


The  homesteaders  are  utilizing  their  plots,  and  on 
the  whole,  are  operating  on  a  satisfactory  and  suc- 
cessful basis. 


